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VISION FOR CREST AND SITING RENEWABLE ENERGY
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Further Connecticut’s clean energy goals – full decarbonization by 2040.

Enable a more transparent and efficient siting and permitting process.

Conserve Connecticut’s environmental resources equitably in all communities.

Provide a tool with publicly available data that leads to the 3 goals above.



HOW WE GOT HERE + WHERE WE HOPE TO GO

DEEP and UConn CLEAR 
collaborate on early vision 
for CREST Collaborative 
and develop list of 
individuals and orgs to 
participate.

CGA passes P.A. 24-31 
requiring DEEP to develop 
map to inform “potential 
siting of solar projects in 
the state.”

CREST Collaborative 
Kickoff Meeting to 
introduce siting tool.

DEEP STEPS/UConn team 
share early version of GIS-
based CREST. CREST 
Collaborative members 
share ideas for additional 
GIS data sets and tool 
functionality.
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May 2024

2023/2024

October 2024

December 2024

Outgrowth of “Sustainable, Transparent and 
Efficient Practices” (STEPS) for solar 
development process that started in 2021



HOW WE GOT HERE + WHERE WE HOPE TO GO

Beta CREST presented and 
test drive available for 
CREST Collaborative 
members.

Changes to Beta CREST 
presented (3.24.25) with 
goal of making any last 
revisions of this version by 
May 2025. Public input from 
CEEJAC welcomed through 
end of April and/or as part 
of Integrated Resources Plan 
(IRP) process. 

CREST to be launched in 
May pursuant to P.A. 24-31 
requirement. DEEP IRP 
process continues.

UConn CLEAR Workshop in 
June to show how to use 
CREST; efforts by all of us to 
expand public awareness of 
the tool.
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February 2025

May 2025

June 2025

March/April 2025



NEXT STEPS - DETAILS

1. April 2025 - Finalizing the CREST and Factsheet/User Guide

2. Comments from CEEJAC welcome by the end of April via email to DEEP.STEPS@ct.gov 

3. Mid-May 2025 tool launch and webpage (STEPs subpage for CREST, CT ECO)

4. Webinar (recorded for video tutorial) by UConn-CLEAR: Wednesday, June 18th at 1:00 p.m.
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mailto:DEEP.STEPS@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/planning/steps-for-solar-development
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.cteco.uconn.edu%2Fviewers%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCamille.Fontanella%40ct.gov%7Cc9b44c7575214e8a204808dd65761783%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638778280661281419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SjBVW%2Bv78qtlzf5JS%2Fgcwfa%2Bb8OIKAzwUGaswXa%2BBkY%3D&reserved=0
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